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Noi helped her father pulling fish net. 
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They had caught a lot of fish. Some were still
babies. They knew they should only keep the
adult fish to eat or sell. Otherwise the fish
population would get smaller and smaller.
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Noi separated the fish. She put the big ones
in the basket. Then she returned the small
ones to the sea so they could grow into
adults. She watched the baby fish swim away.
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”There are six big fish, Dad!” Noi declared.
”Two dollars for each big fish.”
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People started to come to look at the fish.
One man removed the fish from the basket.
”Where’s the fish owner?” asked the man.
”I’m the owner,” said Noi.
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The man handed some money to Noi. 
Noi started to count. ”One dollar, two?” 
Noi looked at the man and said, ”Uncle, you
didn’t give me the right amount of money.”
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”I bought everything. Five dollars is a lot of
money,” answered the man. 
”I know how to count. You need to pay twelve
dollars,” Noi responded. ”There are six fish,
and each fish is two dollars.”
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”Then give me my money back,” the man
responded. He returned the fish to Noi.

8



”Dad, the man refused to pay the full amount,
” Noi said in a quiet voice. 
Her dad responded, ”People will buy them. Do
not worry. The important thing is that I know
my daughter knows how to count. You are
brave to speak up.”
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Soon, a family came and checked out the fish. 
”Dad, I think these people are going to buy
our fish,” whispered Noi.
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Children need books with characters,
themes, and settings that reflect and affirm
their lives and provide opportunities to
explore the world. The Asia Foundation’s
Let’s Read initiative builds networks of
book creators and translators to develop
an unprecedented digital library of local-
language children’s books that provides
meaningful reading opportunities. The Let’s
Read storybook platform is accessible at:
https://letsreadasia.org/ 
Let’s Read in Timor-Leste provides children
with the opportunity to fall in love with
reading and improve literacy levels. The
Asia Foundation in Timor-Leste collaborates
with Timorese book creators and translators
and the Ministry of Education to develop
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local stories with positive messages and
distribute books to children in rural areas.
Our partnership with Timor Telecom enables
Timor Telecom mobile customers to read
books free of data charges on Let’sRead at:
https://single.letsreadasia.org
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